RITFICLAL VERSIFIING 


OR, THE 


CHOOLBOY'S: 
Recreation. 


ANew W AY to make 


LATIN VERSES 


WHEREBY 
Any one of. ordinary Capacity, 
gue knowsthe A,B.C.and can Count 9 


(though he underſtands not one word of La. 
tin,or what aVerſe means )may be plainly 
taught, (and in as little a time as this 


is Reading over,) how to make 
Hundreds of Hexameter Verſ- 5, 
which ſhill beTrue Latin, True 
Verſe, and good Senſe. 
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Artificial Yerfifying, Or, The 
School. Boy's Recreation. 


REAT is the Force of Num- 
bers in the Diſcovery of Na- 
twres Secrets 3 the Reaſon of 

. Numbers (it wedare Credit $9- 
lomon, inWiſd, 11,20, ) was one of the 
chiefeſt Rales according to which God 
fram'd the World, (o that to ſet light by 
the power of Numbers, is to undervaluethe 
Wildome of the great Creator, who made 
uſe of them as the Prime Inſtruments, by 
which he Medulated the whole Creation : 
All the pleaſure and fatisfation we can 
jeceive from Natural Speculations, is but 
dull and infipid, in compariſon to the 
cranſporting Complacencies, which from 
Þ 2 th:nct 


2 Artificial Verſpfying, 

thence may be extracted by this king of 
Harmony, as is much better known unto 
every man, ' by how much the more he is 
exerciſed in theſe Operations. 

- | There hathbeen much time and dili- 
gence beſtowed by induſtrious and learn- 
ed Men of Commanicative Spirits, of For> 
mer dges,and of late years,to Reduce their 
|Arithmetical Theories into Pradfice, to Fit 
their Concluſions to Inſlrumental Work, fo? 
the benefit of illiterate Artificers : And 
ſo ſucceſsful have their endeavors proved; 
that thereby commodions Advantares have 
accrued to Perſons of diverſe Faculties ; 
who' though they have heen altogether 
35gnorant of Arithmetick, and of all Lite- 


xature, yet by the benefit of Inſtrumental 


Operation, they have been capacitated to 
perform ſuchConcluſrons as their reſpeRive 


| {Faculties required, though thereof they 


have not beenable to give a better Reg- 

ow, then, That it is ſo, becau(e it is ſo. 
Now leaſt the Common Fialer, (who, 
though ignorant in Muſical Proportions, 
can 


| ſier, or Brick layer, 
all Vers'd 1n Arithmetick, 


Artificial verſifyine* 3 


<an notwithſtanding Play 7 ncably on his 


-{t the Carpenter, Gla- 
(who, chough not at 
can by his Rule 


know tF ec Content of his Work.,) ſhould 


Inſirument.) And] 


| boaſt of their Advantages and Triumph 0- 
| ver the 1 atinift and the Pore, 


I have 
thoughr Fir to Publiſh this following 7» 
vention; to ſtop the Career of their Me- 


chanical Oſtent ation. | 
For by the following Tables, any one of 


"the meaneſt Capacity, that only knows 


the A.B, C. and can count 9, (though 
he underſtands not oe word of Latin, Or 
what 2 Yer(e 15) may be immediately 
Tanght how £0 Compole Hundreds. of 
Hexameter Verſes, which ſhall be Tr#e Lis 
tin, True Verſe, and Good Senſes ; 
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Artificial Yerſifyine. 7 


he Uſe of the TABLES, 
and Manner of Operation, 


Verſe which you are to make 
by theſe Tables, will be an Hex- 
meter Perſe, ({o called, becauſe thoſe 
cind of Yerſes conſiſt of Six Feet, nei- 
her more, nor leſs, and will be made up 
ff. juſt Six Latin Words. 
IT. You are to Note, that every one of 
hoſe fix Words, are orderly to be produ- 
dout of the fix Tables reſpeRively,viz, 
he fir ft ord of the Verſe is to be wrought 
but of the Firſt Table, the Second Word of 
he Ferſe is to be produced our of the Se- 
ondTable, the ThirdWordis to ariſe out 
df the Third Table, and fo the Fourth, 
Fifth and Laſt Words of the Verſe, are to 
de wrought our of the Fourth, Fifth and 
dixth Tables reſpeRtively. 
Ill. You 


I; Yu are to know , that every 


& Artificial Verjifyine, 

THT. You are to underſtand, that when- 
ever you ſhall be minded ro make a Yerſe 
by theſe Tables, you muſt ſer down on a 
piece of Paper any Six of the Nine Fi- 
gures, Called Digits, viz, 1.2.3.4,5,6,7: 
0.9, 

But he that cannot writeorreade, may 
conceive any Szx of them inhis Minde ; 


- and fince he may be raughr the Uſe of 


theſe Tables, either by Word of Month, or 
by Hearing theſe Direitions read, the thing 
to him will be the ſame, choroughout the 
whole Operation, as to him that can wine 
and reade, 

IV. Six of any of thoſe Nine Figures 
being ſet down on a Piece of Paper, are as 
ſo many reſpeCtive Keyes to the Six Tables: 
The firſt Figure towards the lett Hand, is 
always to be applied to the fir ft Table,and 
is the Proper Key tOthat Table ; The ſe- 
cond Figure, (always reckoning their pla- 
ces orderly towards theright Hand ) 15 to 
be always appropriated to the ſecond 
Table; The Third Fiznre, ing order, is as 

| the 


Artificial Verſifying. 9 
the proper Key to the Third Table: and 
ſo every one of the Six Fignres are Or- 
derly to be applied ro their reſpeRive 
Tables, ſo that the frſt Fignre out of the 
firſt Table produces the firſ# Word of 
the Yerſes the ſecopd Figure by the ſe- 
cond Table, works out the ſecond word of 
the Verſe; and fo the Six Figures do pro- 
duce the fix words of the Verſe our of 
their reſpeQive Tables. 

V, When you have Pitched upon any 
ſix Figures to make your Set of, and put 
them down on Paper, the way to work 
them out ſo, that every of the fix Figures 


may produce its reſpective Latin word 
out of its proper Table, (to which by its 
place or order it appertains)! ſay,the Kule 
or Operation is this, viz. With the Fi- 
rwre chat belongs to its proper Table, you 
nuſt Number on with theColumns ot the 
aid Table, till you come to 9 in.count 
pon the Columns, (reckoning the bhyſt 
olumn of the Table always one more 

en the Figure,) at which Ninth Column 


you 


mmm EIB ten Bolt Ag 


10 Artificial Ferſifying. 
you are always to make a Stop, (for in the 
whole Operation you are never to count 
paſt 9) and diligently mark the Letter 
you ſhall finde therein, and write it down 
on aPieceof Paper, (which is to be the 
firſt Letter of your Latin.word,) and as 
diligently you areto obſerve the Column, 
wherein you found thar Letter, (which it 
you miſtake, your whole Operation for 
that word will be fruſtrated,) from which 
Column, count the ſacceeding Columns till 
you come to the Niath, and mark well 
that Ninth Columxz, and the Letter in it, 
which you muſt put down on the Paper 
to the other Letter, and fo counting for- 
ward to the Ninth Colump, ſee what Let- 
ter is therein, and add it tothe other on 
the Paper, and ſo do till the Word is 
wrought out by that Table, which that 
you may know, it is ſo contrived, thar 
when the Word is ended, the aff Count of 
9 will fallupon 2 Blayk-Column, 

But fince the. Vſe of the Tables will be 
more clear by Example, I ſhall ſo ny 
an 


Artificial Verſfying. T1 
and evidently declare their ſe by 1h:sSet of 
Figures (467182) working every Figare 
thorough its proper Table, that it ſhall be 
apprehended by the meaxeſt Capacity, 


Example, 467192, 


The firſt Figure towards the lefr Hand 
being (4) belongs to the firſt Table, and 
therefore I ſhall call che firf Colump of 
that Table 5, the ſecond Column 6, the 
third Column 7, the fewrth Column 83, 
and the yext Column 9, at which I top, 
and obſerving the Letter that is in that 
Co'umn, which is), I ſet it downon a 
Piete of Paper : and becauſe it is to be 
the firſt Letter of the firſt word of the 
Verſe, | putit down at the beginning of a 
Line, and with a great Letter thus, 

I A, 4 5 6 
Triſtia fata tibi producunt Sidera pravs- 
Then the zex: Column, wherein 
found that ft, Treckon 1, the vext Column 


to that 2, thenext 3, and ſo count the 


Colnumns 


T2 Artificial Verſifying, 

Columns on in order, till I come to the 
Ninth Column from the ſaid &, wherein 
finding the Letter (r) I put it down next 
to 8 as abovez then well marking the 
Colums in which I found that x, I from 
thence count on {asI did from #) orderly 
to the ninth Column, and therein finding 
theLetter (71 add that to r as above:from 
this, i, Ireckon till 7come to the ninth 
Column, wherein I tinde the Letrer (5), 
which putting down to z, as above, I'go 
on to count from this s, to the ninth Co- 
lamn, and therein finding the Letter (t), 7 
add it tos, as you lee above; I proceed 
to reckon the ninth Column trom this x, 
and therein finding the Letter (4), Tpuric 
down nextto f, as above: then to the 
ninth Column from this, 7 therein finde 
the Letter (4), which putting down next 
ro7, 7 proceed to count on to the ninth 
Column trom 4,but therein finding a Blank, 
1 thereby know that tlie whole word 15 
wrought onr, and there are to be 20 more 
Letters in che firſt ward of the Verſe, then 
Llioſe above. viz. Triſtia, To 
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Artificial Verfofying. 12 
To work out the ſecond word of the 
Verſe by the ſecond Figure in order, which 
is(6), 1 apply zt to the ſecond Table, and 
call the firſt Colxmn thereot 7, the ſecond 
|Colump in order 8, and nex: 9, at which 
Iſtop, andfinding therein the Letter (f), 
Iput it down on the paper in the ſame 
Line with Tri/t14 at a convenient diſtance, 
becauſe it iS to begin another word, and 
beginning from the Column in which 7 
found f, to count the Columns till 1.come 
Ito the ninth, 7 finde thereinthe letter (a), 
and putting it down to f, as above; from | 
this 4 1 reckon till / come tothe ninth | 
Column, 1 therein meeting with the Let 
ter (t),2nd putting it down to 4 as before, 
I from thence count to the ninth Column, 
and finding therein the Letter (a), 1 adde 
It tof, as you ſee before, and proceed to 
reckon on to the ninth Column from 
thence, wherein fnding a Blank, 1 chere- 
by do know, that the }Vord is compoſed, | 
and that there is to be mo more Letters in | 
the ſecond word of the Verſe then, fata 
Io 


I4 Artificial Verſiſying, 
To work out the third Word of the Yer[e 
by the third Tabl:, 1 apply toit the third 
Figure (in orderin the Set) which is (7) 
and do therefore call the firſt Column of 
that Table 8, the ſecond Column 9, in 
which I find the Letter (tz), which I put 
down in the ſame line next to Fata, at a 
convenient diſt:nce, becauſeir is ro begin 
another word, from which Columpl1 count 
till I cometo the Niath, and therein find. 
ing the Letter (7), | put it down tof, ag 
before, and from thence reckoning to the 
Niath Column, 1 there Find the letter (þ), 
which adding to #, (as you fee before) 
I from thence count to the ninth Cy. 
lumn, and therein Finding the Letter 
(z) I pat it down to (6b), and counting 
from this, to the Ninth Column, Ithere 
do Find a Blank, by which 1 know thar 
there are to be xo more Letters in the 
third Word of this Yerſe then, 216. 

To Work out the tourth Word of the 
Verſe, 1 apply the fourth Figure in order 
in the Set,which is/1} tothe tourth 77 ble, 
and 
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Arlificial Verlifying- '$) 
and count the firfColumrn thereof 2,the [c- 
coud Column 33nd ſo on till 1 come to the 
Ninth Column, wherein finding the Lerter 
(p) I put it downat a convenicnt diltance 
from the Word 7:6:, in the ſame line Cir 
being the firſt Letter of another Word) 
and amy to the Ninth Column from 
p, Itherein find the Letter (7) which pur- 
ring down top, (as you may ſee done be- 
fore) I from thence reckoning to the 
Ninth Column, do therein find the Letter 
(o) which | add tor,and from thence coun- 
ting to the Ninth Column, I there meer 
the Letter (d) which I pur down next to o, 
and from thence I go on to the Ninth 
Celumn, wherein finding the Letter (»)L 
add it to 4, and from thence count to the 
Ninth Celwmn, and therein finding the 
Letter (c), 1 put it down next to #, 2nd 
counting from thence to the Ninth Co- 
lumn, 1 find therein the . Letter (#), 
which putting to c,lI reckon from thence 
to the Ninth Column, and finding therein 


the Lerter(n),l addit ro », and counting, 
x COM 


from 
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16 Artificial Verſiſyine, 
iron thence to the ninth Column, I find 
rhere the Letter (t); which putting down 
next to x, I proceed to count from thence 
to the ninth Column, in which finding a 
Blank, 1 thereby know that the fourth 
Word of this Verſe is wrote out, and that 
chat it hath 0 more letters,then producunt. 
To work out the ff1h word of the Yerſe, 
7 apply the (ifth Figure in order (which is 
2) to the fitth Table, and counting the firſt 
Columnthereof 9, Ithere make a ſtop, and 
!inding therein the /etrey (s), 7 put it down 
(as you ſee above) at a fir diſtance from 
the word producunt, and from thence 
counting to the ninth Colump, 7 therein 
t;nd the Jetter( 7),and ſetting it down nexc 
r0s, 1-from thence reckon to the ninth 
Colamn, and finding there the letter (4) 
I additto, from whence counting to the 
ainth Column, 1 find therein the /etter (e ) 
which 7 pur down next £0 7, and counting 
{10m thence to the ninth Column, Ithere 
tind the /ztter (r),which 7 add roe, and 
p:ocz<d co reckon from thence to the 
ninth 
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Artificial Verſifying, I7 
ninth Colamn, in which Finding the letter 
(a) 1 putit down tor, and numbring tro 
thence tothe ninth Co/nmr, 7 Find there a 
Blank, by which 7 know that there arc 
to be no more letters in the Fifth Word of 
the Verſe, then Sidera, 

To work out the ſixth and /aſ{?Yord of 
the Verſe, apply the (xthand liſt Fizure, 
Viz. 2, to the ſaxth and laſt Table, and 
counting the firſ# Column thereof 3, tie 
next 4, and forwards till 7 come to the 
ninth "Column, wherein Finding the /etrey 
(p)1 write ir down at a convenient Ciſtance 
from the Word Sidera, and from the Co- 
lumn wherein 7 tound this p, 7 count to 
the ninth Column, and thereinF:nding ihe 
letter (r) I write it down next ro p, an: 
reckoning on to the ninth Colyn from 
thence,! Find therein the /ttcr (a), which 
putting down next to yr, / reckon © om 
thence to the ninthCoſumn,whetcin | ind- 
ing the /etter (w),I add it to a,ard coun”- 
img from thence to the ninth Column, ! 
do tiereinFind the letrer(a) and puring (7 
D- 2 Cu i 


18 Artificial Ferſifying. 
down next to v, 1frem thence proceed to 
count to the ninth Column, and Finding 
therein a Blazk, 7 thereby underſtand that 
this Word is ended, and there are to be 
no more letters in the ſixth and laſt Word 
of the Yerſe, then prava, | 

By - which ſeveral! Operations 1 have 


m2de it plain to you, that in this Set of 


Figures, (467182) the Figure (4) in the 
jirſt place produceth the firſt word of the 
Verſe, Triſtia;: the Figure (6) inthe (e- 
£034 place bringeth- out the ſecond word, 
Fataz the Figure (7) in the, Third place 
Produceth the third word, tibi; the Figure 
(1) inthe fourth place worketh our the 
{onrth word, producunt : the Fignre (B)in 
the fifth place formeth.out the fifth word, 
Sidera, and that the Freure(2) 10 the ſprth 
and laſt place doth work our the ſixth and 
laſt wid of the Verſe, Prava, Evay of 
which 6 words being wrote down on. a 
picce of Paper (as before is taught) as 
they were wrought our, wakes this Hexa- 


meter Veir(ce 
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Triſlia fats tibi producunt fidera praves 


As to the Trueneſs of the Latis, and 
the Yerſe,l appeal to any ingenious Gream- 
marian, and as to the Seyſe, I could wiſh 
the Phy fiologiſts had not ſubſcribed their 
Probatum eſt, 

You muſt Remember, that when you 
put the Figure 9 amongſt any Set of Fi- 
eures, and appropriate 1t to its proper Ta- 


| ble, you always count the firſt Columnof 
| that Table, as 1, the next Column 2, and 


ſo reckon on till you: come to the Ninth, 


| and fo toproceed in the Operation, as with 


any other Figare, 

As for Example, you will find done in 
this Set of Figures (989978) (where the 
Figure 9 is in the firſt and foarth place) 
which being workt out by theſe Tables, 
produceth this Yerſe: 


Ferfid: difta mihi coxfirmant ſomnia multa- 


B 2 Which 
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20 Antifietal Verſfying. 
Which Ser of Figures if you place ex- 
aQly backwards, thus (879889) you will 
have a Yerſe wrought out conſiſting of 
Latin words quite different trom the tor- 
mer, which make an abſolute Alteration 
in the Sexſe alſo: For you are to know, 
that the Alteration of the place of any of 
the ſix Figures, (you propoſe to make 
your Set of } produceth a Verſe different in 
Words and Sexſe : You will find the laſt 
javerted Set of Figeres (if truly workt out 
by their reſpeRive Tables) to yield this 
Verſe. 
Impia fatta, ſcio, predicunt ſidera [ape: 


By every way changing the Fieuresplaces 
will be produced ſuch wariety of diff-renc 
Latin words to compole Verſes of, caulin? 
ſuch various Alteration in their Sexuſe, that 
theſe Operations cannot but prove very 
delightful ro him that unde:(tan !; the 
Latin Tonzne ; and not alice pratetu! ty 
him tikes pleafure in the Power of Nuns 
bers. 


